OJAI VALLEY GREEN COALITION

WATERSHED COMMITTEE
The mission statement of this committee is to balance and integrate people and living systems through a healthy sustainable watershed.  Our target audiences will be the general public, policy makers and school children.

November 1, 2007

(For internal distribution)

Attending:  Cochairs-Paul Jenkin

                                  Dianne Ulyon Bullard

                   Members:  Sara Benjamin
                                     Maritza Luz Vega
                                     Christina Colombo
                                     John Kertis
                                     Leland  Hammerschmitt
                                     Elizabeth Anne Von Gunten
Green Coalition Executive Board Report.The meeting opened with a report from Dianne about the Coalition Executive Board meeting in October.  The Coalition is hesitant to dictate policy to individual committees. They want committee members to develop plans and programs that interest committee embers. However, they do ask that we continue to use the Education, Action and Policy format for developing our plans.  They have also asked that the Coalition and its committees will not directly endorse any “green” businesses.  

Ojai Day and Ojai Valley-wide Discussions. Dianne also reported that was a high degree of interest in the Watershed Committee on Ojai Day at the Green Coalition booth and at the Ojai Valley-wide Discussion.  Our committee membership mailing list now includes nearly 50 individuals. 
Tree Planting, Neighborhood Organization and Water Rate Increases.There was an exchange of information from Leland about a second Ojai tree planting program  (in addition to Tom Bostroms’ Ojai Trees) and from Elizabeth about  the controversial water rate increase in Meiner’s Oaks Water District. 
Everyone participated in a lengthy discussion about efficient use of water in agriculture, the constraints that California Proposition 218 places on water pricing and the general high level of public interest in water policy.   Elizabeth encouraged everyone to write letters or attend the November 20 meeting about the Meiner’s Oak rate increase. 

Dianne explained OjaiTrees neighborhood forester concept.  It was generally agreed that some type of neighborhood structure could be an effective way for the Watershed Committee or the entire Green Coalition to get results. On a neighborhood level we could influence household and landscape use of water, swales and other conservation or recycling efforts that minimize water use and are ocean-friendly. 
“Once Upon a Wetland…” Sara Benjamin did an informative presentation about her work at Oak Grove school called “Once Upon a Wetland”. Using a multidisciplinary approach with the Ojai Meadows as their laboratory, her students are given a hands-on education about the Ojai watershed.  This includes working in the Meadows and a field trip to the Channel Islands.  Throughout the program they are encouraged to think about their personal use of water at home and the synergistic relationship between the Meadows and the water system that flows all the way to the Channel Islands.  She explained that grants are available to fund special projects with the students if anyone in the community has an interest in helping out.
Thursday, February 28, 2008:  Watershed Presentation by Paul Jenkin.   We kicked around a lot of ideas for the format of Paul’s presentation about the Watershed to the general public. We finally agreed that the focus should be a presentation to all members of the Green Coalition held at a major venue like the Matilija Auditorium.  The public would also be invited through general news stories and invitations to garden clubs, the water districts, landscapers, master gardeners and OjaiTrees. 
It is envisioned as a 40 minute Power Point presentation with microphones in the audience for a 20 minutes Q and A afterwards.  There was also interest expressed that the presentation should include some action steps that individuals could take in their personal lives to reduce their water usage. 
Paul and Leland are coordinating to get current data from the major water districts to update Paul’s charts. 

Dianne is clearing the soft date of February 28 with the Green Coalition Special Events Committee.

Videotaping and Watershed Document. Paul expressed his concern that the material in this presentation would be the basis for our committee’s “state of the watershed “document. We agreed the videotape would allow for easy transcription of the presentation for editing into a written document.

Leland volunteered to provide professional videotaping of the presentation for recording on a DVD. It could then be posted on the Internet, broadcast on local cable and distributed to other community groups. 

Next Meeting Thursday, December 6 at  7 p.m.  It was agreed to try to hold all future meetings in town on the first Thursday of the month.  While we appreciated Sara’s help in using the Oak Grove facility, it is dark and difficult to find at night.  It was agreed if we could get the Chaparral Board Room or Auditorium on a regular basis to ease the scheduling, we would move the next meeting.  

It was also agreed to have a printed agenda available for distribution at the meeting so everyone could make notes and follow along.  It was also suggested that we follow a tighter agenda for the meeting and allow for a freer exchange of information after the meeting.

It was also agreed that everyone liked having a special subject presentation like Paul and Sara have done.  At the next meting we will watch a 19 minute watershed video titled  ”Sea to Summit”.

Respectedly submitted,

Dianne Ulyon Bullard

Co-chair 
