Invitation to Host

Your

Grow Food Party
H o w – I t – W o r k s

The Grow Food Party is designed much like an old-fashioned Barn Raising where we bring people together to help complete a garden in about 2-3 hours. We suggest to all who request gardens, to bring their own friends, neighbors and relatives together to help with their garden.  The Grow Food Party is simply one playful and creative approach to rebuilding community through the joint effort of gardening. Many hands make light work and happy hearts, especially when music, laughter, cooking, gratitude, children, elders, and a party atmosphere infuse the process.   We also ask that all those who request a garden first attend a Grow Food Party and the educational opportunities around that.  This way you can learn what you need to make your garden a success and a sustainable asset to you home.  With that in mind when you attend a Grow Food Party you can observe what might work or not-work best for your Grow Food Party event as you envision it.  

We have Gardener Mentors within our project that can assess the site and give suggestions on what will be needed on the day of installation.  Our Gardener Mentors are educators and can interpret the land, help define a plan, assess the resources and target the required elements needed to accomplish about a 4’x8’ garden space.  This assessment is to insure a successful Grow Food Party.  If you want to accomplish a more extensive plan we request that you set up an appointment for a professional consult for a full scale edible landscape design and we can give you several referrals.

Grow Food Party 

(GFP)

How-it-Works

To receive help with your 4’x8’ GFP garden we ask that you:

1) Choose your garden site area.

2) Get approval for your site

3) Attending 1 Garden Recipients Assessment and 1 GFP event

4) Have your own Assessment Group Meeting

5) Host your GFP event

1. Choose your garden site and the scope of what you’d like to accomplish.  Decide if you’d like some professional design help, feedback from our Grow Food Party Gardener Mentors, or if you want to design it yourself….or all of the above.  If you want an edible garden designer who does this professionally to guide you through the process we have referrals we can give you. The Grow Food Party is a volunteer organization. 

2. An initial visit to approve the site is completed by one of our Gardener Mentors prior to your Garden Recipient Assessment.  We have criteria for what is needed for a successful garden such as a local water source, sun exposure, and clean soil without contaminates.  You then become a Garden Recipient!

3. Next a date is set for your Garden Recipient Assessment which is an educational session for the how-to nuts and bolts of gardening at your site. We ask that you invite friends, neighbors and relatives who want to help and participate in the garden (a minimum of 3 people).  This is a time for folks to get acquainted with each other and the garden site and to hear your dreams and aspirations for the garden.  At this meeting everyone can learn from the Gardener Mentor and share observations about the site to learn fro one another.  Ask for feedback and suggestions, as much wisdom is shared in this imagining stage.  The Gardener Mentor can assess what resources will be needed for your GFP installation day.  We make these educational events available to our larger group of Garden Recipients as well to provide continuing education to our growing “Culture of Gardeners”.

4. Choose your GFP date and an invitation goes out to everyone including your folks, our Garden Recipients, your Gardener Mentor, Prospective Garden Recipients, and the greater Food & Agriculture Committee of volunteers to come and participate in a day of fun, work, and a pot luck party.  

5. On the day of the GFP the Gardener Mentor arrives, with some tools, to over see the project and lead the group.  The Garden Recipient provides the recommended resources i.e.: plants, seeds, amendments, watering system, etc.  In about 2 hours we can accomplish an 8’x4’, hand dug (double-dug) or raised bed, garden space fully planted.  We suggest that there be a potluck afterwards to build community and reward everyone for an effort well done!

